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Navy Radioman
Guilty of Spying
Forthe Russians

Whitworth Is Convicted
of Tax Fraud as Well

By KATHERINE BISHOP
Special to The New York Times

SAN FRANCISCO, July 24 — A Fed-
eral jury today convicted a former
Navy radioman, Jerry A. Whitworth,
of espionage for his participation in a
Soviet spy ring that the Government
has called the most damaging espio-
nage conspiracy in decades.

The jury deliberated 32 hours over 10
days before returning guilty verdicts
on seven counts of espionage and five
counts of tax fraud. The jury was un-
able to reach a verdict on an eighth es-
pionage count.

Seated between his two defense at-
torneys, Mr. Whitworth, 46 years old,
remained expressionless as the ver-
dicts were read.

$332,000 for Secret Data

Defense attorneys said later that
they had not had time to talk with Mr.
Whitworth about the possibility of an
appeal. .

In the trial, which began March 24,
the defense acknowiedged that Mr.
Whitworth, in exchange for $332,000,
had stolen classified Navy crypto:
graphic data and passed it to John A.
Walker Jr., who has admitted heading
a Soviet spy ring, and that he failed to
report the money on his income tax re-
turns.

At a news conference after the ver-
dict, one of the defense attorneys,
James Larson said, ‘‘Whatever Jerry
Whitworth may have done, this trial
should have been John Anthony Walk-
er’s. He is the acknowledged master
spy of this espionage ring. The fact that
the Government chose Jerry Whit-
worth as the example undermines the
supposed deterrent effect that Govern-
ment wishes to serve in this trial.” .

‘Whitworth Most Damaging’

United States Attormey Joseph P.
Russoniello said of Mr. Walker and Mr.
Whitworth, ““In terms of the relative
culpability of these two actors, Whit.
worth is by far the most damaging."’

William S. Farmer, the Assistant
United States Attorney who headed the
prosecution team, said the Govern-
ment had produced ‘‘mountains of evi-
dence that was so compelling that the
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fefense conceded that Jerry Whitworth
¥as a spy and took the money.”

4-Members of the jury said they would

e & 24-hour meoratorium in re.’

from comments about the ver.

Pict.
< Federal District Judge John P.
Jr. set Aug. 28 for sentencing.
Mr. Whitworth faces a maximum pen-
4ty of seven life terms in prison on the
onage convictions, plus 17 years for
gtraud. He could be fined a total of
,000.

e charges. They argued that he

g‘t‘p acquit Mr. Whitworth of the es-
not known that the stolen military

« The espionage count on which the
could not agree charged Mr. Whit.
with stealing a classified docu-
aent from the aircraft carrier Enter-
ths: fvu found in a setmhm of his
e. ense attorneys argued
mttlndowmmt.apotumofﬂn
vy’s wartime contingency plan for
thé Middle East, had been taken inad-
wvertently. :
« Mr. Whitworth was accused of con-
#piring with his former Navy col-
faague, Mr. Walker, to steal the Navy's
{nost highly classified cryptogr:&l:lc
data over a 10-year period. Mr. Waiker,
% retired Navy warrant officer, con
4Bssed he had spied for the Soviet Union
Jince 1968 and at various times had re-

ted people to aid his espionage ac-
?‘u«, including members of his fami-

- In Baltimore last October he pleaded
ty to espionage, along with his son,
ichael L. Walker, a former Navy yeo-
. In exchange for a sentence of life
prison and a sentence of 25
in prison for his son, John Walker
to testify against Mr. Whit-

. Both Walkers are awaiting sen-

smh Walker’s older brother, Arthur
d, Walker, a retired Navy lieutenant

r, was found guilty in a non-
trial in Norfolk last August of
ing classified military data he

?:nfmm the military contractor for

L)

he worked and passing it to John

alker. He has been sentenced to life
$a prison.
¢ . Documents Implicated Whitworth
o~ Mr. Whitworth was ori ly impli-
Zated in the activities of Lg':;l:y ring in
«documents left by John Walker for his
Soviet contacts at a site along a
deserted road in rural Maryland on
May 19, 1985. A subsequent search of
Mr. Walker's home also produced
stolen military data bearing Mr. Whit-
worth’s fingerprints as well as incrimi-
nating notes in Mr. Whitworth’s hand-
writing.

Navy with the rank of chief olfrfl‘le-
cerin 1963. He was unemployed and liv-
ing in a mobile home near
Calif., with hig wife, Brenda L. Reis at
the time of his arrest on June 3, |985.

een Na
ships and their land bases. Nava| offi.
cers and experts in Soviet intelligence
testified that on of these ma-
terials by a nation with the
technical capacity to intercept and
store Navy m could allow that

Messages Also Stolen
mﬂewun::oaecuedof
agrams for the cry
chines,

came the
deciaa) central issue for the jurors to

The broad espionage statute unde
which the defendant was dnrge:
makes it illegal to deliver national de-
fense information to any foreign coun-
try with intent to aid that country or in-
juxB'e tthtem?unetl States.

u

Whitworth, passed
the materials to Mr. Walker with the
knowledge they were destined for the
Soviet Union. They argued that they
need prove only violations of the under.
lying statute. De meys
argued that once the prosecution chose
to name the country of destination it
waTshe required to prove it.
Government a

v o . ppealed Judge

der the judge t chang
strﬁcetlonj. ge to e the jury in.
issue was a crucial one beca
although John Walker testified abu:uef
deciding to recruit M, Whitworth as a
spy after concluding that he had “lar.
ceny in his heart,” Mr. Walker said he
had never told Mr. Whitworth ex.
plicitly that taemmateﬂals were going
on.
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Mr. Walker said he assumed Mr.
Whitworth knew because ‘‘common
Sense’’ would tell a person experienced
in the security measures taken with
closely guarded cryptegraphic data
that only the Soviet Union would have
the vast technical resources needed to
use it.

Prosecutors attempted to picture
Mr. Whitworth as a man who willingly
joined in espionage with Mr. Walker,
whose flamboyant life style and play-
boy image he admired, to finance the
camera and computer equipment, fine
wines, cars and other luxury items he
desired.

After agents of the Internal Revenue
Service testified that they had traced
10,000 canceled checks, cashiers
checks and receipts to discover pur-
chases of goods and unreported invest.
ments in commodities and rea] estate
by Mr. Whitworth, the defense ac-
knowledged that he had received
money from Mr. Walker and had failed
to report as income.

not challenge the allegation that Mr.
Whitworth stole military secrets and
passed them to Mr. Walker.

Instead, they portrayed Mr. Whit-
worth as a gulijble and easily manipu-
lated man whose life as a farm boy in

cost.

This weakness was exploited by Mr.
Walker, who deceived Mr. Whitworth
into believing the stolen information
was being sold to Israel, defense attor-
neys argued. The attorneys called Mr.
Walker “‘the godfather of America’s
first flamily of espionage.’

In cloging argument to the jury, Mr.
Larson, said that Mr. Whitworth had
“‘always perceived Israel as under at.
tack from its neighbors’* and that this
belief made him ‘“*susceptible to the
pitch Mr. Walker gave, knowing his
svmpoathies to Israel.”
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